[Pancreatic anatomopathologic changes in chronic chagasic women. Preliminary data].
The aim of this study was to compare the frequency of pancreas morphologic and morphometric changes in chagasic women (n = 6) aged > or = 40 years, with non-chagasic controls (n = 4), paired concerning to age (59.8 +/- 11.5 versus 59.0 +/- 6.3 years), white color (33.3% versus 50.0%) and body mass index (22.3 +/- 7.0 versus 18.8 +/- 2.1 kg/m2). There were no pancreatic morphometric differences between necropsied chagasic and control groups. However, there was a smaller intrapancreatic neuronal population and a higher frequency of leukocyte perineural infiltrate in the pancreas of chagasic women. This possible intrapancreatic denervation could be associated with changes in carbohydrate metabolism, including hyperglycemia and diabetes mellitus, in some chronic chagasic women.